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INTRODUCTION  

The owners of 400 Middleton Road, Glenside are seeking to subdivide their property which is the 
location of the heritage listed Nott House. They have been granted resource consent by Wellington 
City Council which contains a condition: 

Prior to the commencement of any earthworks or other building works, an archaeological survey of the property in the area 
of the proposed works must be undertaken by a suitably qualified person(s) with expertise in archaeology to identify and 
record archaeological evidence relating to the historic occupation and farming of the property and other items contributing 
to the setting and historic heritage value of the property in order that they be avoided in the process of construction and to 
enable their conservation. 

Archaeological deposits pre-dating 1900 are protected under the archaeological provisions of the 
Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act, and it is necessary to obtain authorisation from Heritage New 
Zealand before carrying out works that might affect an archaeological site.  

Subsurface Ltd has been contracted by the owner, Donna Sherlock, to prepare an archaeological 
assessment that can facilitate the proposed subdivision in accordance with the Wellington City Council 
consent and Heritage New Zealand archaeological requirements. 
 

METHODOLOGY  

The New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme, Wellington City District Plan 
and the New Zealand Heritage List / Rārangi Kōrero were reviewed for sites in the immediate area.  
 
The background history for the Glenside area has been compiled from numerous sources including 
published and on-line local histories, Waitangi Tribunal reports and archaeological reports held in the 
Heritage New Zealand digital library. Additional research to complement this narrative was carried out 
with reference to Archsite records, online material searchable through Digital NZ, Papers past and 
digitised survey plans and certificates of title accessed through Quickmap and Landonline. Archival 
research at Wellington City Archives and National Archives was undertaken.  
 
Geological publications and soil surveys relevant to the wider Wellington city area formed the basis of 
the environmental context.    
 
The author inspected the project area on three visits 16 August, 5 October, and 15 October 2018. This 
involved a total of 12 and a half hours time on site inclusive of meetings with the owners. The author 
also consulted with the Glenside Historical Association who provided copies of oral history research 
relevant to the property.  

 

CONSTRAINTS AND LIMI TATIONS 

Much of the property was overgrown in gorse and broom which impeded access and made close 
observation of the ground surface difficult. No invasive or subsurface testing was carried out. This 
assessment therefore relies on historic research to inform of the potential for archaeological deposits.  

This assessment does not cover Māori cultural values or built heritage values. These can only be 
provided by appropriately qualified and mandated professionals in those fields.  
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STATUTORY CONTEXT  

There are two main pieces of legislation in New Zealand that control work affecting archaeological 
sites. These are the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA) and the Resource 
Management Act 1991 (RMA).  

 
Heritage New Zealand administers the HNZPTA. It contains a consent (authority) process for any 
work affecting archaeological sites, where an archaeological site is defined as:  

 
(a) any place in New Zealand, including any building or structure (or part of a building or structure), 
that:  

(i) was associated with human activity that occurred before 1900 or is the site of the wreck of 
any vessel where that wreck occurred before 1900; and  
(ii) provides or may provide, through investigation by archaeological methods, evidence 
relating to the history of New Zealand; and 

 
(b) includes a site for which a declaration is made under section 43(1)  

 
Any person who intends carrying out work that may damage, modify or destroy an archaeological site, 
or to investigate a site using invasive archaeological techniques, must first obtain an authority from 
Heritage New Zealand. The process applies to sites on land of all tenure including public, private and 
designated land. The HNZPTA contains penalties for unauthorised site damage or destruction. The 
archaeological authority process applies to all sites that fit the HNZPTA definition, regardless of 
whether:  

• The site is recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme 
or registered by Heritage New Zealand,  
• The site only becomes known about as a result of ground disturbance, and/or  
• The activity is permitted under a district or regional plan, or a resource or building consent 
has been granted.  

 
Heritage New Zealand also maintains a list of Historic Places, Historic Areas, Wāhi Tūpuna, Wāhi 
Tapu and Wāhi Tapu Areas. The New Zealand Heritage List / Rārangi Kōrero can include 
archaeological sites, and its purpose is to inform members of the public about heritage places and to 
be a source of information about such places for the purposes of the Resource Management Act.  

 
The Resource Management Act requires City, District and Regional Councils to manage the use, 
development, and protection of natural and physical resources in a way that provides for the wellbeing 
of today’s communities while safeguarding the options of future generations. The protection of historic 
heritage from inappropriate subdivision, use, and development is identified as a matter of national 
importance (section 6f). Historic heritage is defined as those natural and physical resources that 
contribute to an understanding and appreciation of New Zealand's history and cultures, derived from 
archaeological, architectural, cultural, historic, scientific, or technological qualities. Historic heritage 
includes: 
 

• historic sites, structures, places, and areas 
• archaeological sites; 
• sites of significance to Māori, including wāhi tapu; 
• surroundings associated with the natural and physical resources (RMA section 2). 
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These categories are not mutually exclusive, and some archaeological sites may include above-ground 
structures or may also be places that are of significance to Māori. Where resource consent is required 
for any activity, the assessment of effects is required to address cultural and historic heritage matters.  

 
Statutory acknowledgements are outlined in various Claims Settlement Acts and may apply when 
consents or archaeological authorities are being sought for activities in certain areas. The purpose of a 
statutory acknowledgement is to formally acknowledge statements of association between iwi and 
specific areas of land, and also to require the notification of the consent application to the relevant iwi 
authority.  
 
The Proposed Natural Resources Plan for the Wellington Region 2015 lists statutory 
acknowledgements from two Claims Settlement Acts. These are the Port Nicholson Block (Taranaki 
Whānui ki Te Upoko o Te Ika) Claims Settlement Act 2009, and the Ngāti Toa Rangatira Claims Settlement Act 
2014. The project area is not included in any of the statutory acknowledgement areas listed in either of 
these acts.  
 
 

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT  

LOCATION AND GEOGRAPHY 

The project area is located in the Glenside area between Johnsonville and Tawa. It comprises 9.67 
hectares located between State Highway 1 and the North Island Main Trunk Line Tawa Flat Deviation 
(Figures 1 and 2). It is on the southeast side of the Porirua Stream and Middleton Road section of the 
Old Porirua Road, which for almost a century was the principal overland link between Wellington and 
Porirua. The property is crossed by Transpower’s HVDC Benmore to Haywards overhead 
transmission lines. The legal description is Pt Secs 29 and 30, Porirua District and Sec 1 SO 37910 
Wellington Survey District, certificates of title WN526/164 and WN52D/942. Although the street 
number is 400 Middleton Road, access to the property is via Rowells Road.   
 

 

Figure 1: Location of project area. See Figure 2 for detail. 
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Figure 2: Aerial showing project area. Glenside is located between Johnsonville and Tawa.  

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

The underlying geological unit is ‘Wellington belt’ sandstone (greywacke) from the Torlesse Complex 
(Begg and Mazengarb 1996:18-29). It is described as ‘alternating bedded sandstone/argillite, with 
sandston, argillite, conglomerate, and minor pillow basalt, (recrystallized) chert, diamicite, and 
limestone (Tw).   
 
Naturally occurring soils are Korokoro hill soils (Figure 3). These ae brown earth soils formed by the 
weathering of the basement rocks and accumulation of loess (Molloy 1988). They have been described 
as ‘well-formed soils in greywacke colluvium on greywacke’ with characteristic profiles featuring ‘dark 
brown or dark greyish brown, moderately subangular, blocky structured, silt loam surface horizon over 
a blocky structured, yellowish brown, firm silt loam or clay loam subsoil.’ (Bruce 2000:98, 111).   
 
Wellington is affected by several faults, the nearest one to the subject property is the Moonshine fault 
which extends in a northeasterly direction from the suburb of Glenside, along the alignment of 
Middleton Road on the northwestern boundary of the property to the east of Grenada North (Figure 
4). Wellington has been subject to uplift from tectonic activity on at least two occasions during 
recorded history, during the Haowhenua earthquake in c.1460 AD, and more recently during the 1855 
earthquake (Begg and Mazengarb 1996:56).   
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Figure 3: Soil characterisation around Glenside, project area boundary marked in red (source GWRC)  

 

Figure 4: Geology and active faults around Glenside, project area boundary marked in red (source GWRC) 
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PROPOSED WORKS 

The subdivision of the property is being proposed in two stages.  

Stage 1 involves the subdivision of the property into four lots, along with the creation of three 
additional building platforms, and a ROW (A) through proposed Lots 1 and 2 to proposed Lot 3 and 
vehicle access to the building platform on Lot 4 (as shown on diagram for Stage 2). It is not intended 
to erect fences along boundaries at the time of subdivision. 

 
Figure 5: Stage one of proposed subdivision (supplied) 
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Stage 2 involves the subdivision of two further lots with building platforms, and the continuation of 
ROW (B) to Lots 5 and 6. As with Stage 1, boundaries remain unfenced. 

 

Figure 6: Stage two of proposed subdivision (supplied) 
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HISTORIC BACKGROUND  

MAORI SETTLEMENT 

The Wellington region has a history of human occupation spanning several centuries. The initial 
settlement of New Zealand from East Polynesia is believed to have occurred by AD 1250-1300 
(Higham and Jones 2004:232). This is supported by environmental studies which show widespread 
forest clearance and establishment of fern species around AD1200-1400 (McGlone and Wilmshurst 
1999:12). The earliest radiocarbon dates in the wider area come from the Paremata archaic site 
(R26/122). Samples of moa bone from this site have been dated to the fourteen century, AD 1282-
1405 (NZ8542) which indicates people rapidly explored and settled the new country shortly after their 
arrival (Davidson 1978; McFadgen 2007:264).   

NGAI TARA 

Early tribal entities in the Wellington region included Ngāi Tara who occupied the area from the Hutt 
valley to north of Porirua and around Wellington. The Ngāi Tara were descendants of Tara, one of the 
sons of the explorer Whātonga of the Kurahaupō canoe which landed in Hawkes Bay. The descendants 
of Tara’s brother, Tautoki were the Rangitāne who settled in the Wairarapa and Manawatū. The 
dividing line was at Kāpiti -Te Waewae Kapiti o Tara rāua ko Rangitāne (Best 1918). 

NGATI IRA 

From the sixteenth century another wave of migrations from Hawkes Bay saw Ngāti Rangi and Ngāti 
Ira establish around Wellington and Porirua. Ngāti Ira were descendants of Ira-turoto. They migrated 
at the same time as Ngāti Kahungunu where migrating from the Southern Hawkes Bay to the Wairarapa 
(Struthers 1970:20). Both groups fought and inter-married with the Rangitāne of those areas, and by 
the time they settled in the area between Pukerua (Bay) and Whanganui-a-Tara they were an 
amalgamation of those groups. By the nineteenth century Ngāti Ira had settled the area from Pukerua 
Bay, Porirua and around Wellington harbour and south coast to Turakirae and occupied it for several 
generations (Ballara 1990:12-13; Bauchop 1997:8-9).  

NGATI TOA 

In 1819 and 1821 two heavily armed musket taua passed through the Wellington region. These raids 
did not drive out Ngāti Ira but did inflict substantial losses. Among those involved in the earlier raid 
were the Ngāti Toa chiefs Te Rauparaha and Te Rangihaeata.        

Te Raurapaha returned to the lower North Island a few years later in 1822 in a migration known as Te 
Heke Tātarāmoa (Collins 2010:58). This time Ngāti Toa were also accompanied by Te Ātiawa, Ngāti 
Tama and Ngāti Mutunga, in all about 600 people. After the confrontation at Te Wi, where members 
of Te Rauparaha’s family were killed, Ngāti Toa commenced an extended campaign against Muaūpoko 
who allied with a number of the other Kurahaupō affiliated iwi to resist the northern invaders. Ngāti 
Toa captured Kāpiti Island later in that same year from Ngāti Apa and established a base there (Collins 
2010:66). 

The dominance of the west coast tribes was reinforced following the battle at Waiorua in 1824, when 
a combined force comprised of incumbent iwi from Te-Whanganui-a-Tara, Kāpiti, Horowhenua, 
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Manawatū, and the Marlborough Sounds amassed to attack Ngāti Toa and were repelled. After Waiorua 
Ngāti Ira was permitted to continue to occupy Porirua under the leadership of Te Kekerengu’s father 
Te Whānake. As more heke arrived, Ngāti Ira hold on their lands became increasingly tentative, and 
the final conflict with Ngāti Ira occurred at Tapu te Ranga in 1827.  

Māori overland tracks linking the west coast, and Porirua area with Te Whanganui-a-Tara passed 
through the Glenside area. There were areas cleared for cultivation at Takapu, to the north of Glenside 
(Adkin 1959:80).  

NEW ZEALAND COMPANY  

The New Zealand Company ‘purchase’ of Wellington was negotiated by Col. William Wakefield in 
September 1839. Wakefield arrived in Wellington on board the Tory on 20 September, and a week later 
concluded his negotiations for the purchase of Wellington and the Hutt Valley. A month later 
Wakefield claimed to have secured the purchase of approximately 20 million acres of the lower North 
Island and northern South Island on behalf of the company (WAI 145:52-59).  

The company’s surveyor, William Mein Smith, arrived in Wellington on the Cuba on 3 January 1840, 
and commenced survey of the new town. The New Zealand Company had already sold sections by 
ballot in London on 29 July 1839 (2 months before it had been ‘purchased’), and the first emigrant 
ship, the Aurora had left England on 18 September (before Wakefield had even arrived in Wellington). 
Between 22 January and 28 February 1840, the company’s first four ships arrived in Wellington with 
some 550 settlers. 

The Wellington purchase and the arrival of the first settlers had occurred only weeks before the signing 
of the Treaty at Waitangi, which facilitated the formal establishment of the colonial government. When 
Hobson brought the Treaty to Wellington, he encountered some opposition from the New Zealand 
Company and settlers, but it was eventually agreed to ‘unanimously’ by a meeting of local chiefs and 
signed on 29 April 1840 (WAI 145:72). Te Rauparaha was signatory to Henry Williams’ copy of the 
Treaty on 18 May 1840.  

The New Zealand Company’s ‘purchase’ was deemed largely invalid following a three-year 
investigation by commissioner William Spain commencing in May 1842 (WAI 145:60). Spain eventually 
awarded the Company less than half of their original claim to Port Nicholson and ordered them to pay 
additional compensation (WAI 145:182-185).  

The Glenside area was part of the Kinapora Block (Figure 7). Beyond Wellington the New Zealand 
Company survey plans subdivided the rural land into 100-acre sections, and the Kinapora Block 
comprised a number of sections located along the Porirua/Kenepuru stream.   
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Figure 7: Detail of New Zealand Company map of Port Nicholson produced by R. H. Davies in c.1843.1 Subject 
property marked in red. Kinapora Block is highlighted in yellow on original. 

PORIRUA ROAD 

The precursor to the Porirua Road was a Māori track along the Kaiwharawhara and Porirua streams. 
James Coutts Crawford travelled north along this route in December 1840 before the construction of 
the road (Cassells 1988:6).  

The construction of a bridle path was completed by June 1841, and this also facilitated the survey of 
126 sections either side between Kaiwharawhara and Porirua (Cassells 1988:7). The first settlers arrived 
in the spring of 1841.  

Chiefs within Ngāti Toa, including Te Rangihaeata, disputed the New Zealand Company claims to 
have purchased this part of the Porirua District and opposed the extensive clearance of land by 
European settlers (Secker 1976). Bridges on the bridle path had been destroyed and trees felled across 
the road to prevent access in 1841. When complaints were made by settlers to the Police Magistrate, 
he declined to act on the basis that the blockade enforced a tapu of the beach road further north 
between Ōtaki and Rangitīkei following the drowning of a Ngāti Raukawa chief, Koraria (Wakefield 
1845:363-364; Ward 1928:89). The tapu was enforced in April 1842 a group of four sawyers attempting 
to set up a mill on the Porirua Stream were forcibly evicted by Te Rangihaeata (Cochran 1990:110). 
Inspite of the tapu, the road was widened again in February 1843 (Cassells 1988:9). 

Tensions came to a head in the Wairau in 1843 where an armed clash between Ngāti Toa, led by Te 
Raurapaha and Te Rangihaeata, and a party of New Zealand Company settlers resulted in the killing 
of Arthur Wakefield, Constable Thompson and the 20 settlers who accompanied them. After this Te 
Raurparaha and Te Rangihaeata returned to Porirua and strengthened the Taupō pā, on the northern 

                                                      
1 Sketch of the country districts in the vicinity of Port Nicholson, New Zealand, Jan. 4th, 1843 [cartographic material] engraved by R.H. 

Davies. London : Smith Elder for the New Zealand Company. Alexander Turnbull Library MapColl 832.47gbbd 1843 457. 
https://natlib.govt.nz/records/20953692    

https://natlib.govt.nz/records/20953692
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headland of the Pauatahanui inlet. At this time the Halfway was the northern limit of colonial 
settlement tolerated by Ngāti Toa (Wards 1968:261). 

Settler demand for rural allotments continued to increase, and by 1844 about 138 acres of land had 
been cleared along the Porirua Road. By 1845 this was estimated to be about 250 acres (Best 1914). In 
late 1845 the colonial government ordered a further 600 men to bolster the soldiers already stationed 
in Wellington. A second tapu was placed over the Porirua Basin area by Te Rangihaeata in early 1846 
forbidding settlers and stock passing through the area (Wards 1968:261). Governor George Grey 
responded by establishing a base at Paremata and upgraded the Porirua Road to establish a line of 
supply with Wellington. Te Rauparaha was arrested at Taupō pā in July 1846 and Te Rangihaeata made 
a series of staged withdrawals establishing pā at Motukaraka and Matai-taua (Pāuatahanui) into the 
Horokiwi valley and eventually to Whanganui.   

Detachments of men from the 58th and 99th regiments were engaged to improve the road, and a series 
of redoubts were constructed to reduce travel times to the road head and provide shelter and protection 
(Cassells 1988:10-11). Construction of the road and attending military positions was carried out 
between May 1846 and December 1847 and eventually extended around the east side of the 
Pāuatahanui inlet and over the hill to Paekākāriki (Figure 8). Each of the stockades constructed along 
the alignment of the road were named after the officer in charge. At the confluence of the Takapu and 
Porirua streams on Section 36 was McCoy’s stockade named after Robert McCoy of the 65th regiment 
(Best 1921:21). Half a mile north of Anthony and Susan Wall’s Halfway house on Section 26 was 
Middleton’s stockade. It stood on the spur above the road cutting at Pyebald’s Corner) just north of 
modern day Rowells Road), and also known as the Gibraltar stockade (Best 1921:20-21).  

 

Figure 8: Detail from Fitzgerald’s 1849 map of the Old Porirua Road showing the approximate location of the subject 
property in relation to McCoy’s and Middleton’s (Gibraltar) stockades.2  Subject property added in red 

                                                      
2 Fitzgerald, Thomas Henry, 1824-1888. Fitzgerald, Thomas Henry, 1824-1888: North Road [ms map]. [Johnsonville to near Paekakariki] 

(signed) A.H. Russell, Captn 58th Reg[imen]t, Sup[erintenden]t of Mil[itar]y Roads [1849].. Ref: MapColl-832.47gmbd/[1849]/Acc.460. 
Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/22334880 
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Figure 9: Detail from SO 10454 (dated 1845) showing numbers of country sections. Subject property added in red 

 

Figure 10: Detail from SO10983 (RP321) showing recipients of crown grants (1954 copy of undated original). Subject 
property added in red 
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SECTION 29  

The Land Order (No.183) and original Crown Grant for 
109 acres was issued to the Hon Algernon Grey Tollemache 
on 12 August 1861 (CG 1998; NZ Archives Nominal 
Primary Index AFIHW569/1: WN2G277).  
 
Tollemache (1805-1892) had been a former MP for 
Grantham, Lincolnshire who purchased 34 land orders 
from the New Zealand Company (Ward 1928:360-61). For 
most of the 1840s, Tollemache was an absentee owner, and 
agents had selected land on his behalf. Other holdings of 
his along the Porirua road included Sections 33, 35, 40 and 
53. He emigrated to New Zealand in 1849 and lived in the 
colony for about 16 years before returning to England in 
1865 (Secker 1976). Tollemache never settled on Section 
29, and by the time the Crown Grant was issued it had 
already been sold to William Nott, who had purchased it 26 
July 1860 for £144 (NZ Archives Deeds Register 5 
AFIHW569/104: WN5D286). 
 
William and Ann Nott arrived at Port Nicholson in 
February 1842 on board the Birmin (Ward 1928:103). In 
1844 William was noted on a potential jury list as residing 
on the Porirua Road with the occupation of labourer 
(Carman 1970:235). He was a keen Wesleyan and was one 
of the founding members of the Wesleyan church at 
Johnsonville in 1847 (Evening Post 10.07.1895, p.2). An 1848 
census of the Porirua Road District notes that he had 
cleared 83 acres of land with 10.5 acres in crops and that he 
owned 4 cows and 2 pigs (Carman 1970:28).  
 
The Notts first settled on section 19 of which they 
purchased a 25-acre portion from Thomas and Ceres Drake 
on 23 November 1850 (Carman 1970:61). They retained 
ownership of this portion until 5 February 1878 when it was 
sold to Charles Williams (Carman 1970:64). 
 
Ann died on 3 August 1853 (Wellington Independent 
06.08.1853, p.3). William married again, this time to Emma 
Judith Martin in 1858 who had arrived in February 1842 on 
the Clifton (Carman 1970:79).  
 
Other mentions of William Nott prior to 1860 occur sporadically in the newspapers. In 1852 Nott’s 
name appears on a published list of mostly Wellington Land owners protesting the 1852 Land Claims 
Ordinance (New Zealand Spectator and Cook Strait Guardian 03.04.1852, p.3), and in 1857 Nott had been 
awarded a grant of 75 acres by William Fox (Wellington Independent 12.08.1857, p.6) 
 
Four months before he purchased Section 29 William had been called up to serve in the Wellington 
militia following the outbreak of war in Taranaki. The militia ballot which enlisted Nott was the second 
of two ballots and took place on 28 March 1860. Between the two ballots 62 men from a total of 
around 500 were listed as being residents on the Porirua Road (Carman 1970:53-54).      

 
Figure 12: William Nott (source: Carman 
1970) 

 

 
Figure 11: Hon Algernon Grey 
Tollemache (source: Carman 1970) 
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Nott House is believed to have been constructed in the early 1860s by William and Emma shortly after 
they purchased the property. In order to purchase Section 29 Nott had taken out a mortgage of £60 
against the property which he was able to pay off two years later in July 1862 (NZ Archives Deeds 
Register 7 AFIHW569/106: WN7D179). In 1862 Nott is reported as having 200 sheep (Carman 
1970:246).  

SECTION 30 

The original New Zealand Company Land Order (No.178) 
was issued to Samuel Thwaites. Thwaites was another 
investor in the Company, purchasing seven land orders, but 
he never emigrated to New Zealand (Secker 1977). He 
transferred to T S Rawson on 1 June 1849, who transferred 
it a year later to William Henry Rawson. On 26 October 
1855 the section was sold to Dr Samuel Matthias Curl for 
£150 (Carman 1970:79-80).  

Dr Curl (1823-1911) had been the ships’ surgeon on board 
the Cordelia and had arrived with his wife Mary on 15 May 
1854 (Carman 1970:80). He lived at Tawa and practiced 
medicine there for seven years before moving to the 
Rangitikei District in 1862 (Rawstron 1997). In 1887, he 
eloped to Sydney with his lover Annie Douglas and 
assumed the alias Dr Alan Carroll. 

While resident at Glenside Dr Curl was a prominent citizen 
participating publicly as Cornor for the Porirua District 
Road Board (1855), chairman of the Highways Board 
(1856) and twice contested seats on the Wellington Provincial Council (Carman 1970:80). In 1857, 
both Nott and Curl were listed as founding members of the Porirua Road Agricultural Association 
(Carman 1970:245). Arthur Carman notes the following about Curl’s residence: 
 
“Dr Curl lived in a house in a hollow just to the east of the present railway line, near the boundary of his section – there 
is no trace left now. The slip which caused the railway electric unit crash on 20 July 1955 was just a few yards north of 
this house.” (Carman 1970:81).  
 
Dr Curl was issued the crown grant on 25 August 1863 (CG 2234; NZ Archives AFIHW569/1: 
2G277). Two months previous Curl had on sold to William Nott for £400. The purchase agreement 
stipulated that £100 was payable on 21 January 1864, and payment could be made in money or sheep 
delivery of which was to be made at William Nott’s residence (Carman 1970:80).  
 

THE HALFWAY 

The area was known as the halfway on account of its location between Wellington and Porirua. In 
1875 a description of the Tawa Flat and Porirua road is given in the Official Handbook of New 
Zealand.  
 
“The road skirts the [Wellington] harbour for three miles, running parallel with the Hutt railway line, then strikes 
inland up a wooded ravine called Ngahauranga, on emerging from which the village of Johnsonville is reached. Further 
on is Tawa Flat the country adjoining being somewhat broken into ridges and gullies. The land is chiefly pastoral, and 

 
Figure 13: Dr Curl and Annie Douglas 
source: Carman 1970) 
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much of it has been originally forest, which is now nearly all cleared, the whole district being occupied by settlers whose 
houses and farms occupy both sides of the line of the road.” (Carman 1970:25).  
 

 

Figure 14: Bridge on the Old Porirua Road near Glenside c.1870.3 

WELLINGTON AND MANAWATU RAILWAY  

The first efforts at railway construction in Wellington commenced with the starting of the Wellington-
Foxton Railway under the Vogel government in 1879 (Carman 1970:167; Hoy 1972:19-20). This work 
was discontinued, but was restarted a few years later by private enterprise, under the auspices of the 
Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company (Hoy 1972:24-27). Construction of the line as far as 
Johnsonville was completed by 1884, and was extended to Paremata by 17 June 1885. There was a 
station and siding at Tawa Flat, and the first passenger service to Paremata was run on 21 September 
1885 (Cassells 1994:39-41; Hoy 1972:35-36).  

Both sections (29 and 30) were at this time owned by William Nott, and the railway pushed through 
severing a portion on the western side which adjoined the Porirua Road. Nott received £280 
compensation from the Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company on 13 October 1886 (NZ 
Archives Deeds Register 94 AFIHW5691/193 - 94D572). 

                                                      
3 Travers, William Thomas Locke, 1819-1903. Bridge on Porirua Road at Glenside, Wellington. Travers, William Thomas Locke, 1819-

1903 :Photographs. Ref: PAColl-1574-24. Alexander Turnbull Library, Wellington, New Zealand. /records/22724735 
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Figure 15: Detail of SO 12143 (1882) showing land taken by the Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company in 
1886, subject area added in red. Note the protrusions for embankments at each of the stream crossings. 

IVY BANK 

The first mention of the name Ivy Bank appears in relation to a trespass notice issued by Nott in 1885 
(Evening Post 10.04.1885, p.3). At this time the property was accessed via a bridge off the old Porirua 
road. The abutments of this bridge were covered in ivy which led to the farm being called Ivy Bank. 
 
William Nott died 7 July 1895 (Evening Post 10.07.1895, p.2). They had six children: Alice Finnis (-1939), 
James Thorndon (1864-1938), William (1864-1865), Frank (1867-1918), Mary Elizabeth (1870-1918), 
Emma Amelia (1872-1925). Upon Williams death, the property passed to his wife Emma, his eldest 
son James Thorndon Nott and daughter Mary Elizabeth Nott (Carman 1970:79). James sold his share 
to Emma for £600 on 9 March 1898 (NZ Archives Deeds Register 122 AFIHW5691/221: 122D162). 
At this time their property also included other land at Horokiwi and Vogeltown.  
 
Emma died 3 December 1914, and the property passed to the children. Frank and Mary Elizabeth both 
died within a week of each other during the influenza pandemic of 1918. By the time the pandemic 
subsided in December 1918 there had been over 9,000 deaths in nationwide. There were 757 deaths in 
the Wellington district, accounting for some 7.9% of the population.4   

                                                      
4 'North Island influenza death rates', URL: https://nzhistory.govt.nz/culture/influenza-pandemic/north-island-death-rates, (Ministry for 

Culture and Heritage), updated 11-Jan-2018. NB Wellington region in these statistics excludes Wairarapa, Upper Hutt, Kapiti and Makara, 
but includes Porirua and Lower Hutt.   
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Figure 16: Detail of 1904 topographic map showing Knott [sic] property in relation to the Porirua road and W&MRC 
alignment Alexander Turnbull Library 832.47cba/[1904]/Acc2887 

 

Figure 17: Detail of 1924 topographic map showing F(rank) Knott [sic] property in relation to the Porirua road and 
W&MRC alignment. NB by this time the purchase had passed onto the Rowells. Shows the house surrounded by trees 
which appear in later aerial photographs. Alexander Turnbull Library 832.47cba/1913-24/Acc11535 
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DAVID AND PRISCILLA ROWELL 

 
The Executors of the Nott’s estate sold to David and Priscilla Rowell in 1919 for £4,382:13:1 (NZ 
Archives Deeds Register 227 AFIHW5691/36: 227D595). The Rowells had originally settled in 
Wellington and relocated to The Halfway in 1901 (Bibby 2002:22). 
 
The Rowells continued to run the farm both sides of the railway line. Photographs taken at this time 
show grassed slopes behind Nott house and the woolshed with two lines of large macrocarpas (Figures 
18 and 19). Photographs of the hay paddock show that there were white wooden gates either side of 
the railway alignment near the boundary with the Broderick property to the south (Figure 20). 
 

 

Figure 18: Photograph taken c.1919-1937. Shows Nott House, with the laundry and kitchen built by David Rowell 
(Gwen Silvester collection). 
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Figure 19: Photograph taken c.1919-1937. Shows the woolshed. Cutting for the W&MRC alignment visible in the 
background (Gwen Silvester collection). 

 

Figure 20: Photograph taken c.1919-1937. This photo shows the farm track leading to the hay paddock, and the 
Rowells Road access bottom right. Centre frame is the hay paddock with two white gates on the alignment of the 
W&MRC. These gates also marked the shared boundary between the Rowells and Brodericks. Either side of the gates 
the cuttings for the railway alignment are visible (Gwen Silvester collection). 
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Figure 21: Hay paddock. This photograph was also taken prior to the motorway construction while it was still possible 
to harvest from both sides of the railway (Gwen Silvester collection). 

TAWA FLAT DEVIATION 

In 1924 authorisation was given for the bypass of Johnsonville and double tracking of the line south 
of Tawa (Cassells 1988:21). Tunnels would also enable the bypass of the viaduct at Belmont. 
Construction of the Tawa flat deviation started in 1927, and it was officially opened on 19 June 1937.  
 
The ‘Ivy Bank’ bridge across the stream was removed by the railways, and the government was obliged 
to provide an alternative access to the property which was along Rowells Road. David Rowell also 
constructed a footbridge across the stream at this time opposite their milking shed, which led to a 
roadside milk stand on Middleton Road (Bibby 2002:23). The railway deviation also removed much of 
the Rowell’s orchard which was located to the north of the house, leaving only a single plum tree (Max 
Dorset to Claire Bibby pers. com.). Some of the land taken in 1927 was determined to be surplus to 
requirements in 1932 and returned to the Rowells. This land included a narrow strip along the front of 
the property on which Nott house is located. The Brodericks who owned the adjoining farm on the 
south side lost their house, and a replacement was built for them on the opposite side of Middleton 
Road.    
 
After this the remaining alignment to Johnsonville was relegated to a branch line (Hoy 1972:113-114), 
and the tracks along the original alignment were pulled up, and the Rowells were able to use the old 
sleepers from the Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company alignment for fence posts (Max Dorset 
to Claire Bibby pers. com.). The Rowells fought against the railway in court, and were eventually 
awarded £1,800 out of the £4,175 they sought in compensation. 
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David Rowell died in 1946, and his property passed to his son Ray Rowell. Ray sold to Herbert Edward 
Dorset in 1947 (CT WN 427/246) but continued to work at Ivy Bank until 1949 (Carman 1970:79).  

 

Figure 22: Undated photo of Nott house in possession of owners. Note building to the right. Also visible are a benched 
track up the south side of the gully and top of the spur to the left, as well as fence alignments. Probably taken c. 1940  
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CENTENNIAL HIGHWAY 

In 1939 the Old Porirua Road was incorporated into the centennial highway which extended from 
Ngauranga to Paekākāriki. The road through the Ngauranga Gorge was opened on 4 November 1939. 
and was named for its contemporality with the 1940 Centennial Exhibition at Rongotai.5  It was 
described by Minister of Public Works Bob Semple as the most notable major road work of the year.   

WORLD WAR II 

During the second world war the government embarked on a programme of defensive construction 
works to inhibit the movement of enemy forces in the event of an invasion (Cooke 2000:743-784). 
Local authorities were notified of the intention to erect road blocks and anti-tank obstacles in many 
locations in February 1942 (Cooke 2000:745). At Glenside these were to be positioned near Marshalls 
Bluff on the Old Porirua Road (Cooke 2000:784). They were allocated numbers 808, 809 and 809a in 
the national network and obstacles of Types A (concrete cyclinders), C (railway wheels and axles), H 
(steel wire rope cables) and U (concealment screens) were specified, although a lack of supplies mention 
that type H was not installed. The blocks were placed 350 feet (100 metres) apart on both the road and 
railway lines.     

There was also a substantial vehicle track cut through the property at this time linking the Tawa Flat 
deviation with the old cutting from the Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company line. There 
appears to be a substantial bank or ditch across the old railway line, with a fence on the western side.   

HERBERT (MAX) DORSET  

The land between the main road and the railway was purchased for £1,500 by Herbert Edward (Max) 
Dorset in 1947 (WN427/246; WN 526/164; Carman 1970:79). It included land on the opposite side 
of the railway line. The Dorsets had 13 cows and produced milk for the town supply which was put 
out at the Rowell’s stand. Buildings at this time included the whare, the old garage, a woolshed, a cow-
shed and the hay shed (also known as the gig shed). Since the orchard planted by the Rowells on the 
north side of the house had been taken by the railways, Max put in a new orchard on the south side of 
the house. When this orchard was destroyed by a fire, a third orchard was planted, also on the south 
side of the house (Max Dorset to Claire Bibby pers. com.).  

In 1950 the disused Wellington and Manwatu Railway line was designated for the new Wellington-
Foxton motorway construction (Figure 23). While the land for the road closely followed the railway 
line further land was taken in the gully on the north side of the hay paddock. Dorset was paid £1 per 
acre in compensation. 

Dorset continued to occupy the property, but in 1956 was convicted for manslaughter after shooting 
George Grandison, who was having an affair with Dorset’s wife. After serving a year in prison Dorset 
returned to the property.    

Max Dorset didn’t run sheep on the property and accordingly the Rowell’s woolshed was rented out 
for other purposes. It was first rented for a rust-proofing formula business and subsequently for 
Borafume production, with an extension to the building rented out for soap production.  

 

                                                      
5 http://www.ipenz.org.nz/heritage/itemdetail.cfm?itemid=33 accessed 12/10/2018 

http://www.ipenz.org.nz/heritage/itemdetail.cfm?itemid=33
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Figure 23: Land allocated for motorway purposes closely following the alignment of the Wellington Manawatu Railway 
(1950) 

Borafume was an anti-borer insecticide produced by Forestry Department chemist, Cecil Mason at 
Glenside between 1959 and 1988 (Max Furhrur to Claire Bibby pers. com. 2004). Mason supplied the 
domestic market through hardware store chains, and at its peak the business produced 140,000 2 oz 
tins per year. Mason also carried out wood tannalising experiments at the property (Max Dorset to 
Claire Bibby pers. com. 2003). 

Max Dorset owned the property until his death in 2011. 
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Figure 24: Another undated photo of Nott House. Probably taken in the 1960s (Max Dorset Collection).  

CHRONOLOGY OF OWNERSHIP 

Dates Owner Sec Source 
1840 Hon Algernon Grey Tollemache   29 PLO 183; CG 1998 
1840 Samuel Thwaites  30 PLO 178 
1849 T S Rawson  30 Carman 1970:79 
1850 William Henry Rawson  30 Carman 1970:80 
1855 Dr Samuel Mathias Curl  30 CG2234 
1860 William Nott  29 WN5D286 
1863 William Nott  29/30 Carman 1970 
1895 Emma Nott 29/30 Carman 1970:79 
1919 David Rowell 29/30 WN227D595  
1946 Ray Rowell 29/30 Carman 1970 
1947 Herbert Edward Dorset 29/30 WN427/246 
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Figure 25: SN163 180 11 [1941] 

 

Figure 26: SN282 870 8 [1943] 

 

Figure 27: SN298 B 23 [1944] 

 

Figure 28: SN1005 F 13 [1956] 
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Figure 29: SN1338 K 17 [1961] 

 

Figure 30: SN1407 3294 [1966] 

 

Figure 31: SN3185 4230 10 [1969] 

 

Figure 32: SN8952 B 9 [1988] 
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PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGI CAL WORK  

ETHNOGRAPHIC WORK 

Early archaeological site recording work in Wellington City was done by researchers and ethnographers 
such as S. Percy Smith, Elsdon Best and Leslie Adkins. Their publications detail the locations of many 
of the Māori pā, kainga, cultivations and landforms around Wellington harbour (Smith 1910; Best 1901, 
1918). Elsdon Best (1856-1931) grew up in Tawa (Section 48) and compiled much of the early history 
for the wider area which he had published in the Canterbury Times (Best 1914). Elsdon Best also wrote 
about the colonial era military sites in the district, compiling a map and descriptions of various sites 
along the Porirua Road. He recorded the positions of Clifford’s, Middleton’s, McCoy’s Leigh’s and 
Elliott’s stockades which were 1840s defensive camps to protect the military road builders, and each 
named after the Officer in charge (Best 1921:20-21). He notes the following about Middleton’s 
Stockade:  

“The first defensive post or camp north of Johnsonville was Middleton’s Stockade, named after Ensign F. Middleton, of 
the 58th Regiment; it was situated on Section 26 west of the main road and about half a mile north of the old Halfway 
House. It stood on the spur just above the road-line at the corner and rock cut formerly known as “Pyebald’s Corner,” 
“Byass’s Corner,” and “Gibraltar Corner.” This post was built and occupied by men of the 58th Regiment.”     

The majority of pre-contact Māori sites were located around the coastline, with pā occupying a number 
of ridgelines. Adkins (1959) compiled much of this work and produced a series of map showing site 
locations. No sites are shown in the vicinity of the project area, the closest being Takapu cultivations, 
and an old track over the Papararangi ridge to Korokoro (Figure 33). The old track would appear to 
be the same shown on SO10454. 

 

Figure 33: Detail of Map VI from Leslie Adkin’s The Great Harbour of Tara showing the location of the project area 
(Adkin 1959:124-25). Approximate location of project area indicated with red star. 
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Of Takapu Adkin (1959:80-81) writes: 

Takapu cultivation. This was located in the valley of the Porirua Stream (originally Kenepuru), in the vicinity of the 
present Takapu Road. The patch of land here was claimed by the chief, Te Patu-kawenga, of Te Ati-Awa, when that 
Taranaki tribe accompanied by Ngati-Mutunga and Ngati-Tama invaded the Te Whanga-nui-a-Tara area and drove 
out Ngati-Ira. At the above place in the Porirua valley, Te Patu-kawenga exclaimed ‘Ko taku takapu tenei’, (‘this is 
my belly’ i.e., place of food supply).” 

The alluvial soils at Takapu would have been more productive than the surrounding hill soils, and this 
is likely to have been the major contributing factor towards selecting this location. 

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

The New Zealand Archaeological Association began its archaeological site recording scheme in 1958. 
It began as an amalgamation of several regional recording initiatives, including the Dominion Museum 
Archaeological Group which started recording sites around the Wellington Region in 1959 (Daniels 
and McFadgen 2004). Much of the early recording was undertaken on a volunteer basis and focused 
on the coastline. The earliest recording around Glenside was carried out by Department of 
Conservation archaeologist Tony Walton in 2001 when he filed records for the stockades along the 
Old Porirua Road previously described by Best (1921). 
 
More recently, much of the archaeological work in the central Wellington area has been carried out in 
response to the statutory requirements of the Historic Places and Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga 
Acts. The Heritage New Zealand digital reports library contains a number of archaeological reports 
pertinent to the Glenside area. Collectively these reports provide details of the types of sites and 
features likely to be encountered by this and other similar redevelopment projects. 
 
Over the last ten or so years archaeological projects in the Glenside area have included Mary O’Keeffe‘s 
(2009, 2013) work for WCC on the Glenside halfway house, O’Keeffe’s monitoring of development 
at Takapu Island (2007, 2010), Kevin Jones (2011) and Mary O’Keeffe’s (2009) assessment and 
monitoring of the Westchester Drive extension, and Elizabeth Pischief (2005) and Kevin Jones’ 
investigation of the archaeological remains of a cottage at 1 Stebbings Road (Jones 2018).   
 
Recorded sites in close proximity to the subject property also include records filed by Heritage New 
Zealand archaeologist Kathryn Hurren for Nott House (R27/491) and Greer House (R27/492) in 
2013.  
 
The number of recorded sites represents the areas where there has been investigations or assessments 
by archaeologists. It is therefore unlikely that it is fully reflective of the number of surviving 
archaeological sites. Sites that have been recorded in the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site 
Recording Scheme or listed in the District Plan near to the project area are listed in the figures and 
tables below: 
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Figure 34: Archsite map showing locations of recorded archaeological sites in Glenside area. 

  
Figure 35: Archsite map showing locations of recorded archaeological sites in immediate vicinity of the project area.  
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Table 1: Recorded Archaeological sites within 500 metres of the project area (as of August 2018)  

NZAA  Site type Location Recorded by 

R27/236 Military – McCoy’s Stockade NE of Main Road/Sunrise Boulevard Walton, 2001 

R27/237 Military – Middleton’s Stockade  329 Middleton Road Walton, 2001 

R27/299 Domestic – Diehl’s whare Stebbings Valley Dodd, 2009 

R27/392 Domestic – house foundations 17 Glenside Road Dodd, 2011 

R27/445 Domestic – cottage  7 Willowbank Road Barnett, 2012 

R27/491 Domestic – Nott House 400 Middleton Road Hurren, 2013  

R27/492 Domestic – Greer House 420 Middleton Road Hurren, 2013 

R27/633 Military – WWII tank obstacles Porirua Stream Dodd, 2018 

R27/634 Domestic – Dr Curls house 400 Middleton Road Dodd, 2018 

R27/635 Hut 400 Middleton Road Dodd, 2018 

R27/636 Milk stand Middleton Road Dodd, 2018 

R27/637 Well/spring Glenside Dodd, 2018 

R27/638 Hay shed 400 Middleton Road Dodd, 2018 

    

 
The Wellington City District Plan also has a heritage schedule which lists buildings, sites of cultural 
significance, archaeological sites and notable trees. Listed sites, and where relevant, their 
corresponding archaeological site numbers have been summarised in Table 2. 
 

Table 2: Listed and scheduled heritage sites near the project area  

WCC  Site name Location List 

211 Nott House and milk stand (c1860) 400 Middleton Road Proposed 

360 Greer House (c.1865) 420 Middleton Road Proposed 

439 Halfway House (c.1885) 246 Middleton Road Nomination 
    

 

 

Figure 36: Detail of Wellington City District Plan in proximity to the project area.6 

                                                      
6 http://wellington.govt.nz/webmap/wccmap.html accessed 15.08.2018 

http://wellington.govt.nz/webmap/wccmap.html
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Nott House is also a proposal for entry on the New Zealand Heritage List. It was previously given a 
registration (No.2909) in 1982 but was identified as a deficient registration in 2012. Deficient 
registrations arose from identification of procedural errors which meant they were properly completed 
at the time. Deficient registrations which were identified at this time have been transferred to 
‘proposed’ status, awaiting further assessment. At the time it was identified as a good candidate for 
entry on the List on the merits of its historical values.  
 
The closest places identified on the list are currently the Holy Trinity Anglican Church on Ohariu 
Valley Road (No.1367) and the Johnsonville Old Coach Road (No.7396).  
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ASSESSMENT  

The following features and sites included already recorded places and those that were identified during 
the site visits and historical research. One site was previously recorded (R27/491) and six previously 
unrecorded sites have been filed (R27/633-638). 

 

R27/491   Nott House/Ivy Bank Farm       E 1753124 N 5437992 

Ivy Bank farm was the name given to the Nott’s property which combined Sections 29 and 30. In the 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century the farm extended over both sides of the Wellington and 
Manawatu Railway alignment and there were a cluster of outbuildings around the house, as well as a 
series of orchards in the immediate surrounds.   
 

 

Figure 37: Nott house as viewed from Middleton Road (16 August 2018) 

Nott house is one of the oldest surviving buildings in the Wellington region. The 2012 Heritage New 
Zealand report for the listing proposal (No.2909) notes the following about Nott House 
 
‘The cottage is a two storeyed gabled cottage with a corrugated iron roof and a mix of timber weatherboards and vertical 
corrugated iron cladding. It has two dormer windows in the attic floor above the verandah and timber fretwork below the 
verandah. It remains a largely original example of a colonial house, with the main alterations being in the lean-to area 
at the back. It is one of only a few old houses remaining in Glenside. Nott House has historical significance as a fairly 
rare survivor of a colonial farm cottage in the Wellington area.’ 
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When reporting to the Wellington City Council in 2013, architect Chris Cochran noted that the cottage 
‘had survived in remarkably authentic condition’, and described it as follows: 
 
‘Nott House is a very significant cottage from the days of early settlement. It has many of the characteristics of the 
traditional colonial cottage in New Zealand, including gable roof with ornamental barge boards, dormer windows, 
verandah, brick chimneys, paneled doors and double-hung window joinery, four small covered ceiling bedrooms tucked into 
the roof space and timber staircase and linings.’  
 
Other surviving cottages from this period of Wellington’s history are few but include Sexton’s cottage 
Bolton Street (1857), William Wallis’ Nairn Street cottage (1858) Spink’s Cottage Dixon Street (c.1860) 
Daisy Hill Farm, Truscott Avenue (c.1860), Chews cottage, Ottawa Road (1865) and the Worser Bay 
pilot’s cottage (c.1865) (Cochran 1990:117). 
 

 

Figure 38: Nott House seen from the north (rubbish pits were located in this general area) 
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Figure 39: Nott House seen from the southeast 

 

Figure 40: Behind Nott house in the vicinity of the whare. The ground surface here was obscured by firewood rounds (16 
August 2018) 
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Figure 41: Behind Nott House, remains of what appear to have been a wood shed in the foreground (16 August 2018) 

 

Figure 42: Concrete footing and remains of corrugated iron and timber structure to the south of Nott House. Inset shows 
manufacturers mark and reads: “EAGLE BRAND/GOSPEL OAK SECOND BRAND”. It is possible that 
this was repurposed for use in the wood shed from another farm building (16 August 2018) 
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Nott house is also particularly notable as an early corrugated iron house. Corrugated iron as a building 
material was first patented in 1829, with the galvanizing process, patented in 1837 (Pedro 1998:93). As 
soon as the 1829 patent expired in 1843, several manufacturers started producing and exporting. The 
material was being supplied in sheets or as prefabricated buildings from the 1840s. Bellhouse’s Eagle 
Foundry in Manchester exported prefabricated buildings to the California and Australian gold rushes 
in 1849 and 1851 and produced a variety of buildings including cottages which ranged from 2-room 
cottages to 2-storey, 8-roomed cottages (Thomson 2005:23; Thomson and Banfill 2005:72).  

Morewood and Rogers corrugated iron was being exported in the early 1840s, and they patented their 
version of corrugating machinery in 1845 (Lewis 2008 8.03.10). The firm exported galvanized roofing 
tiles and corrugated iron that was produced at the Walker’s Gospel Oak sheet mill in Staffordshire. 
After the Morewood & Rogers patent expired, Gospel Oak produced their own branded corrugated 
iron, and the mention of the Morewood patent was omitted from about 1862. They produced a seconds 
brand called ‘Eagle’ which brand is known in Australia from at least as early as 1873 (Lewis 
2008:8.03.12).   

Corrugated iron was adopted quickly in New Zealand. The earliest known use in for roofing on Otago 
farm buildings in 1843 (Thomson 2005:41). Prefabricated corrugated iron cottages were being 
imported and advertised in New Zealand as early as 1851 (New Zealander 10.05.1851, p.1) and 
corrugated iron houses was being advertised for sale by auction in Wellington in 1854 (Wellington 
Independent 18.03.1854, p.3; New Zealand Spectator and Cooks Strait Guardian 12.04.1854, p.2). The earliest 
surviving prefabricated corrugated iron building was imported in 1856 as the Marsland Hill barracks 
in New Plymouth, now the North Egmont Camphouse (Thomson 2005:41-42). Tupper & Company’s 
corrugated iron sheets were being adverted for sale in Wellington in 1857 (Wellington Independent 
29.08.1857, p.2) 

 
Farm sheds were scatted around the property. One cluster of sheds is located beneath the macrocarpa 
trees approximately 50 metres to the north of Nott house (Figures 43-48). It seems likely that they 
were built by David Rowell, and are visible on 1941 aerial photography.  
 
There are two sheds, built of timber and corrugated iron (dimensions 2 x 1.3 metres, and 6.3 x 3.3 
metres). The larger shed (Figures 44 and 45) is divided into two parts, the northern end appears to 
have been used for chickens and the southern end has a metal stake in the ground for tethering an 
animal. Max Dorset recalled he had a house cow, and the remains of milk cans are evident next to the 
smaller shed at this location (Figure 46).  
 
The sheds are accessed via a track leads from the gully behind Nott house over the spur to the north. 
There are the remains of a number of fences and gates (Figures 47 and 48) here forming an enclosure, 
with another track continuing north back down to the main track which runs adjacent to the railway 
line.  
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Figure 43: Small timber and corrugated iron shed (05 October 2018) 

 

Figure 44: Corrugated iron and timber structure. Inset shows mark of Radio brand, with a crown emblem beneath 
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Figure 45: Chicken shed (05 October 2018) 

 

Figure 46: Hoops from milk cans. Half metre scale (05 October 2018) 
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Figure 47: Gate and fences above the terrace where the farm sheds are located (05 October 2018) 

 

Figure 48: Farm gates at the start of the track which leads back down to the track above the railway line. 1 metre scale 
(05 October 2018) 
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Ivy Bank bridge, after which the farm was named, no longer exists but was located to the west of the 
woolshed (Figure 49). Prior to the construction of the Tawa Flat deviation, the Porirua stream was 
more meandering in its course, and a map showing the location of the bridge puts it just north of a 
bend which lines up with the gully where the dairy and stockyards were located. Accounts differ as to 
whether it was destroyed by the railways during the construction of the Tawa flat deviation, or whether 
it washed away and was never replaced. The 1927 plan suggests the former is the more likely 
explanation as the bridge location now lies wholly within the railway alignment.   
 

 

Figure 49: Detail of SO 18617 (1927) overlaid onto 1941 aerial to contrast the positions and bearing of Notts Ivy 
Bank (pre-1900) bridge with the 1937 footbridge constructed by the Rowell’s. Note also the meandering course of the 
Porirua Stream on the 1927 plan which appears to have been straightened by the railway 

 

Figure 50: Detail of SO 19233 showing surplus land returned to D Rowell (in blue) following the completion of the 
Tawa Flat deviation in 1932 (also overlaid onto 1941 aerial) 
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Ancillary domestic buildings behind Nott House are visible in photographs and plans from the 
1930s (Figure 50) and aerial photos from the 1940s (Figure 51). These included ‘the whare’ built by 
David Rowell, a garage and a wood shed. Gwen Silvester recalled the following in relation to the whare: 
 
‘There were a lot of sheds and farm buildings on the property then but they have almost all gone now.  There was an Irish 
peach apple growing outside the Dairy by the back kitchen.  The whare was built by our family, and after the wash house 
was brought into the house.  Before then the back kitchen and washhouse was in the yard.  Dad put the water inside.’   
 
Farm buildings were located approximately 70 metres down the driveway from Nott House, and in 
the gully opposite where the bridges were located. The woolshed, where Cecil Mason produced 
Borafume between 1959 and 1988, has been demolished but the extension on the south side used for 
soap production still remains (Figure 52). Max Dorset described the operation: 
 
‘Mason was still here when this man came from King Street in Newtown and started making soap.  He said he couldn’t 
get anyone to work for him in town and no wonder.  What a messy smelly job it was.  He extended the woolshed and 
used that for his factory.  At its peak he would produce 13 tons of soap every couple of months for the hospitals around 
Wellington and the Hutt.’ 
 

 

Figure 51: Detail of SN1388 K 17 (1961) showing locations of ancillary buildings to the south of Nott House  
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Figure 52: The woolshed has been removed but the soap factory addition on the east side remains inistu  

In addition, a concrete perimeter foundation survives to the south of the woolshed location with a 
short set of steps on the northwest side. The building is not present in Gwen Silvester’s photo of the 
woolshed (Figure 19), but the foundations are visible in the 1961 aerial photography, so the building 
was removed prior to this. Buildings in the gully included the hayshed and cow bails (described further 
below under R27/638) 

Orchards were located either side of Nott house. The Rowell’s orchard was on the north side and 
Max Dorset’s orchards were to the south. According to Max Dorset there was only one plum tree left 
of the Rowell’s orchard when he purchased the property in 1947. 
 
‘The only fruit tree left of their orchard would be one old plum tree.  It doesn’t bear good fruit… … I put in a new 
orchard on the south side of the house… … There were two lovely nectarines, pears, plums, a damson plum.’   
 
After a fire destroyed Max’s first orchard, he planted a second: 
 
‘Everything had to be planted in the orchard again.  The damson is the only tree from that orchard I first planted to 

have survived.’ 
 
Rubbish pits are believed to have been present on the north side of the house. This is on the basis of 
broken china found in the stream near this location.   
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R27/633   Anti-tank obstacles         E 1753264 N 5438302 
 
Some of the concrete blocks that were intended to block the railway and road are visible where they 
were dumped on sides of the Porirua stream. It is likely that those on the northwest side of the stream 
relate to the road blocks and those on the southeast side relate to the rail. The 1943 aerial photo 
(Figures 53-55) shows evenly placed blocks above the railway line, presumably these are the cylinder 
blocks that could be rolled into place in the event of an invasion. It is possible that some blocks are 
still on the subject property obscured by vegetation.    
 
The track visible in the aerial photo extends from the northern most railway block on the Tawa Flat 
deviation above the south side of a stream to the old Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company 
alignment. A ditch or embankment has been created across the old alignment, presumably in an effort 
to avoid a situation where the defences across the main access could be bypassed by use of the old line. 
There is also a fence across the line at this location.    
 

 

Figure 53: Detail of SN282 870 8 showing WWII era works, including two road and rail blocks and vehicle track 

 

Figure 54: Close up of Block A.  

 

Figure 55: Close up of Block B 

 

Block A 

Block B 
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R27/634   Dr Curl’s residence         E 1753337 N 5438313 
 
Bill Secker reported that the site of Dr Curl’s residence was still discernable in 1977:  
 
“The house and outbuildings were erected on the flat ground near the scrub-covered bank, which still carries the signs of 
having been cut back to provide more space. Curl’s home, being a first generation house was not pretentious and in its 
later days was relegated to being used as a barn. Memories passed on to descendants of pioneering families record that the 
general impression was that it was made from packing cases. If the doctor’s residence had been constructed from one of the 
less durable timbers, this remark would have been fair comment. Today, due to the raising of the water table the house 
site is boggy for most of the year. No garden plants have been naturalized in the area, which points to the fact that the 
doctor’s botanical interests were confined to the study of grasses and fodder plants.” 
 
“Viewed from State Highway 1, Curl’s farm cannot be seen to best advantage. Viewed however from the drive leading 
to the house, a better idea can be obtained of the potential of the farm carved out of the bush. A short distance above the 
Kenepuru Stream the land levels out to rolling downs before it rises steeply once more beyond the original boundary. In 
Curl’s day this rising ground which terminated on the crest of the Horokiwi ridge was still under Maori ownership. 
Original fence lines in the form of holly and hawthorn hedges still mark out the original paddocks. Some paddocks were 
quite large for small farms of this era. In the main, however, they were too small for modern farming practices. It was in 
the confines of these paddocks that Dr Curl with hired help conducted his early experiments with grassland farming.  
 
When Max Dorset was interviewed in 2004, he recalled being shown the site of a house by a man who 
wanted to catch fish in the stream. There is currently a large hawthorn tree growing in this location  
 

 

Figure 56: Bill Seeker photograph of Curl’s house site reproduced in the Kapi-Mana News 
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Figure 57: The Hawthorn tree which marks the approximate location of Curls house (16 August 2018) 

 

Figure 58: Cutting for a track leading up from Curls house (16 August 2018) 
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R27/635   Hut site           E 1753317 N 5438239 
 
Bill Secker also reported on a site of a hut used by one of Dr Curl’s tenants:  
 
In the centre of the hillock on the right of the picture is the sign of a levelled area where a small hut 18ft x 12ft once 
existed. This long-forgotten dwelling was fenced off from the farm by stock-proof hawthorn hedges. This was the site of the 
dwelling which housed the tenant who helped develop the farm to the doctor’s specifications. Water would have to come 
from the creek flowing in the bottom of the gully. This would have been no real hardship as piped water was still absent 
in local dwellings after the turnoff the century. Along with other small farms in the area, management of the property 
became difficult after the Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company’s line was put through to Longburn. Though 
compensation was paid to the landowners concerned, it never fully compensated the small farmers for the difficulties created 
by the railway. 
 

 

Figure 59: Bill Seeker photograph of the hut site reproduced in the Kapi-Mana News 
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Figure 60: The hut site R27/635 was described as being located on this spur. The boundary between proposed Lots 5 
and 6 also runs up this spur 
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R27/636   Rowell’s gate, bridge and milk stand    E 1752961 N 5437906 
 
Remains of the milk stand are still evident at the above location on Middleton Road. It is not in its 
original location as it was moved back from the road by a couple of metres by the Wellington City 
Council in 2004. The stand is at the end of a small track cutting below Middleton Road which crossed 
the stream via a swing bridge, then led to a gate of the opposite side of the railway line. Like many of 
the fenceposts around the property the gate is constructed of repurposed wooden railway sleepers 
(Figure 61).  
 
The gate is the only part of this site still extant on the subject property, the others being in the reserves 
for the road and railway.   
 
 

 

Figure 61: Gate leading to the footbridge built by the Rowells with railway sleeper posts, which lead to the milk stand 
on Middleton Road (5 October 2018) 
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R27/637   Well/spring          E 1753050 N 5437870 
 
The well and spring located in the gully behind the stockyards provided the water supply to the Rowells, 
and most likely to the Notts before them. The well has been capped in concrete and there are shallow 
trenches for overflow on either side. A metal water pipe runs downhill from the well alongside the 
modern blue PVC water line.  
 
At the base of the slope water runs across a concrete feature before being culverted beneath the 
driveway and the railway line into the Porirua Stream. A rectangular concrete structure is evident 
behind the concrete pad in the vicinity of the farm sheds. 
 
When being interviewed by Claire Bibby in 2002 Gwen Silvester recalled:  
 
‘Before then we were carrying water from the spring at the back of the cow bails. The spring flowed into a rough concrete 
trough of 50-60 gallons which filled up and ran over the top.’ 
 
The well is located just outside of the subject property, but the water line extends across the boundary, 
and runs across a concrete face before eventually being culverted beneath the railway line to the Porirua 
Stream. The concrete trough is still present. 
 

 

Figure 62: Tap on earlier metal water line with 
modern blue plastic line running alongside behind 

 

Figure 63: Well with plywood cover in place 

 

Figure 64: Well with cover removed, note pipes for overflow on 
either side 
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R27/638    Hay shed/Gig shed        E 1753022 N 5437884 
 
The hayshed is no longer extant but is likely to have been one of the farm buildings that pre-dated 
1900. Max Dorset described the hay shed in 2003: 
 

‘The building still standing down there is the hay shed.  You can see where they came in with a horse and cart 
and tossed the hay up the top in the loft.  The hay was cut up the top and we took it down the track there, 
the one that still exists, to the hay shed.  It was all done with hand tools.’ 

 
The track leading from the hay shed to the hay paddock evident in Gwen Silvester’s photo (Figure 20) 
can still be followed, and the hay paddock remains one of the few areas on the property that has not 
reverted to scrub. Max Dorset recalled that the property extended over the railway line when he bought 
it and that there was a second hay paddock above the line: 
 

‘There were two paddocks for hay.  Ray Rowell cut it for me at a shilling a bale.  You could get 70 bales off 
it to store in the shed.’ 
 
There were also stockyards and a number of other farm buildings in this location (Figures 66-69). 
 

 

Figure 65: Location of farm buildings including hay shed and dairy (16 August 2018). The concrete pad seen here is 
visible in 1961 aerial photography (refer Figure 45) but absent in 1944 aerials. Concrete trough is obscured by 
vegetation in background 
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Figure 66: Woolshed in 2005 (Claire Bibby Collection) 

Unrecorded    Farm tracks  
 
Farm tracks provided access to the remainder of the property, but it is difficult to determine with 
certainty which pre-date 1900. The tracks most likely to be of nineteenth century origin are the Hay 
paddock track and the track behind Dr Curl’s house site.  
 
References to the hay paddock being bisected by the railway line indicate that it was being used for this 
purpose  during the 1880s. The Wellington and Manawatu Railway Company put in gates to allow 
access across the line which was used by the Notts, Rowells and Brodericks (refer Figure 20). Evidence 
of these gates is presumed to have been destroyed by subsequent road building activities.  
 
Unrecorded    Fence lines  
 
Fence lines constructed of railway sleepers can be assumed to post-date the completion of the Tawa 
flat deviation in 1937. Max Dorset said that the Rowells used the old railway sleepers off the Manawatu 
and Wellington Railway Company alignment for their fencing: 
 

The Rowell’s used the old railway sleepers off the Manawatu-Wellington Railway line for their fencing.  It 
was good timber but it wasn’t good fencing.  Everything got out. The boundary fences have all changed, but 
the original internal fencing is still there. A lot of the fences are made with the old totara railway sleepers. 
 
He also noted that all of the fences were down when he bought the property in 1947 and he suspected 
that was why no one else bid on the property (Dorset to Bibby 2003). 
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Figure 67: Railway sleeper posts along the northern boundary  

 

Figure 68: Squared fence post with ring, in hay paddock (from 1950s structure) 
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Unrecorded    Wellington and Manawatu Railway cuttings and embankments   
 
The construction of the Wellington and Manawatu Railway in 1885 involved a number of cuttings and 
embankments as it traversed the numerous streams above the subject property. The causeways across 
the stream gullies, presumably with the streams piped beneath, are to some extent reflected in the 
alignment of the cadastral boundaries along the eastern side of the subject property.  
 
The area where the original railway embankment is most apparent is above the boundary between 
proposed lots 4 and 5, where a causeway was required to cross the stream at that location. The 
motorway and SH1 improvements since then have expanded the causeway on the southeastern side 
leaving the northwestern side comparatively less modified. The footprint of the causeway does not 
extend onto the subject property, but there is a sewer easement in this location. 
   
 
Unrecorded    Ye Old Bull & Bush 
 
The central part of the building at 110 Rowells Road was constructed in c.1855 as a two-room dwelling 
on Section 41 for the Woodmans (Carman 1970:106-112). It was moved onto the site in 2000 (Bibby 
2002:25).  
 
While the building was still on section 41 the property was purchased by Sydney Wood in 1917. The 
house was expanded and converted into a tearoom known as Ye Old Bull & Bush in 1930, and later 
used as the first Tawa Scout Den, as the first Plunket Rooms, Presbyterian church and as the Tawa 
Flat Women’s Institute. In 1943 it was purchased by Dudley Porter and reverted to a private residence 
and eventually tenanted (Bibby 2002:24-25; Cassells 1988:37, 98).  
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Figure 69: Locations of pre-1900 features identified by historic research in relation to proposed subdivision. 
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Figure 70: Locations of farming features including sheds, tracks and fence lines identified by historic research in relation 
to proposed subdivision 



 

 58 

 

Figure 71: Location of WWII features including road and rail blocks on Middleton Road and the NIMT railway line, 
and the track to the old Wellington and Manawatu Railway line (now SH1)  
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNI FICANCE 

The following statements of significance have been prepared separately for each of the recorded sites, 
and tentatively for unrecorded sites.  
 
Archaeological significance has been assessed according to accepted guidelines (Gumbley 1995, Walton 
1999; NZHPT 2006, NZHPT 2013). 
 
 

Site Value Assessment 

Nott House 
(Ivy Bank) 
R27/491  

Condition 

The original 1860s building survives to present day with 
minimal intervention ‘resulting in original and authentic 
condition inside and out’. Archaeological deposits beneath the 
house are likely to be well preserved.   

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Nineteenth century archaeological deposits are commonly 
found across much of Wellington City, but as these are 
frequently being affected by development, they can be 
considered a rapidly diminishing resource.  Nott House is 
believed to be one of the earliest surviving buildings in the 
Wellington Area and has ‘great rarity value as one of only a 
handful of known remaining early houses in the Glenside 
area.7 

Context 

The principal context is mid nineteenth century rural 
development and colonial settler farming. Development along 
the Old Porirua Road commenced from the 1840s with 
military stockades and a number of homesteads constructed in 
the 1860s. Glenside was known as ‘The Halfway’ being 
halfway point between Wellington and Porirua.     

Information 
Potential  

Nineteenth century domestic sites frequently contain large 
quantities of artefacts from rubbish pits which are a good 
source of archaeological information. In places where they 
survive, structural remains of the nineteenth century buildings 
can provide information about commonly used construction 
methods. Nott house in particular is a valuable source of 
information on early corrugated iron construction 

Amenity 
Value 

The property is privately owned and there is currently no 
public access. Nott House is listed on the Wellington City 
Heritage Inventory.      

Cultural 
Associations Nineteenth century colonial 

 
  

                                                      
7 Wellington City Heritage Inventory http://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/151-300/211-nott-house-and-milk-stand-

adjacent-to-middleton-road?q= accessed 16.08.2018 

http://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/151-300/211-nott-house-and-milk-stand-adjacent-to-middleton-road?q
http://www.wellingtoncityheritage.org.nz/buildings/151-300/211-nott-house-and-milk-stand-adjacent-to-middleton-road?q
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Site Value Assessment 

Anti-tank 
obstacles 
R27/633  

Condition 

There are concrete obstacles in the Porirua Stream, 
presumably dumped there after the road and rail blocks were 
no longer required. The track between the northern block and 
the WMRC line constructed in 1842 is still evident.  

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Military remains from World War II are present in a number 
of locations around the country. It was common for smaller 
works such as the ones at Glenside to be demolished once 
they were no longer required.  

Context 
The historical context is the defence of New Zealand during 
the second world war.      

Information 
Potential  

The remains can provide information relating to the remains 
that were actually erected, as they do not always conform 
exactly to the archival records. 

Amenity 
Value 

The remains on Middleton road, and in the stream margins are 
publicly accessible, but those on the subject property are not. 
These sites lend themselves to interpretative signage, although 
the signage erected previously in this location has been subject 
to vandalism     

Cultural 
Associations Mid-twentieth century military 

 

Site Value Assessment 

Dr Curl’s 
house site 
R27/634  

Condition 

The site is currently overgrown in gorse and broom, but a 
large hawthorn tree remains, as well as the cutting for a track 
which leads up from this location. The condition of any 
subsurface archaeological deposits was not able to be assessed.  

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Nineteenth century archaeological deposits are commonly 
found across much of the wider Wellington area, but as these 
are frequently being affected by development, they can be 
considered a rapidly diminishing resource. The site of Curl’s 
house is one of a number of mid-nineteenth century 
homesteads which were built along the Old Porirua Road. 

Context 

The principal context is mid nineteenth century rural 
development and colonial settler farming. Development along 
the Old Porirua Road commenced from the 1840s with 
military stockades and a number of homesteads constructed in 
the 1860s. Glenside was known as ‘The Halfway’ being 
halfway point between Wellington and Porirua.     

Information 
Potential  

Nineteenth century domestic sites frequently contain large 
quantities of artefacts which are a good source of 
archaeological information. In places where they survive, 
structural remains of the nineteenth century buildings can 
provide information about commonly used construction 
methods. There is relatively little available information about 
Dr Curl’s house, so there is good potential for archaeological 
evidence to contribute towards his activities at Glenside. 

Amenity 
Value 

The property is privately owned there is presently no public 
access.      

Cultural 
Associations Nineteenth century colonial 
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Site Value Assessment 

Hut site 
R27/635  

Condition 

Largely unknown. This site was reported by Bill Secker in 
1977, at which time there was no longer any visible evidence 
of the hut other than a roughly level area on the spur. Post 
holes may survive archaeologically.   

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Nineteenth century archaeological deposits are commonly 
found across much of the wider Wellington area, but as these 
are frequently being affected by development, they can be 
considered a rapidly diminishing resource. 

Context 

The principal context is mid nineteenth century rural 
development and colonial settler farming. Development along 
the Old Porirua Road commenced from the 1840s with 
military stockades and a number of homesteads constructed in 
the 1860s. Glenside was known as ‘The Halfway’ being 
halfway point between Wellington and Porirua.     

Information 
Potential  

There is potential for structural remains to have survived at 
this location. These could provide more specific information 
about the location and scale of the hut. Little is known about 
the lives of Dr Curls tenants so there is potential for 
archaeological remains to contribute in this area.  

Amenity 
Value 

The property is privately owned there is presently no public 
access.      

Cultural 
Associations Nineteenth century colonial 

 

 

Site Value Assessment 

Milk stand, 
bridge, gate 
R27/636  

Condition 

The footbridge has been removed, but the track cutting below 
Middleton Road, north-western abutment, and gate on the 
opposite side of the railway survive. The milk stand was 
moved back from the road by a couple of metres in 2004. 

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Features like this survive in rural locations, but the milk stand 
is otherwise an uncommon survivor of local heritage interest.  

Context The principal context is early to mid-twentieth century farming      

Information 
Potential  

There is minimal additional information potential from the 
physical remains of these features as much is already known 
anecdotally and from historical records.  

Amenity 
Value 

The gate on the subject property is privately owned there is 
presently no public access, but the remains on Middleton Road 
are easily accessed.      

Cultural 
Associations Twentieth century farming 
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Site Value Assessment 

Well/spring 
R27/637  

Condition 

The footbridge has been removed, but the track cutting below 
Middleton Road, north-western abutment, and gate on the 
opposite side of the railway survive. The milk stand was 
moved back from the road by a couple of metres in 2004. 

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Features like this survive in rural locations, but the milk stand 
is otherwise an uncommon survivor of local heritage interest.  

Context The principal context is early to mid-twentieth century farming      

Information 
Potential  

There is limited information potential from these physical 
remains of these features as much is already known 
anecdotally and from historical records.  

Amenity 
Value 

The gate on the subject property is privately owned there is 
presently no public access, but the remains on Middleton Road 
are easily access.      

Cultural 
Associations Twentieth century farming 

 

Site Value Assessment 

Hay shed 
R27/638  

Condition 

The hay shed has been removed, but it seems likely that 
structural evidence such as postholes will survive 
archaeologically in this location. 

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

Structures like this, and their archaeological remains 
commonly survive in rural locations.  

Context 
The principal context is late nineteenth to mid-twentieth 
century farming      

Information 
Potential  

There is limited information potential from the physical 
remains of these features as much is already known 
anecdotally and from historical records.  

Amenity 
Value 

The site is on privately owned land and there is presently no 
public access.      

Cultural 
Associations Twentieth century farming 

 

Site Value Assessment 

Unrecorded 
features  Condition 

Track cuttings and old fence alignments survive in varying 
condition around the property  

Rarity/ 
Uniqueness 

The tracks are common, and necessary rural features. The use 
of WMRC sleepers is a local adaptation based on proximity to 
the railway line. They are commonly repurposed elsewhere 
around the country  

Context The principal context is early to mid-twentieth century farming      

Information 
Potential  

There is minimal additional information potential from the 
physical remains of these features as much is already known 
anecdotally and from historical records.  

Amenity 
Value 

The subject property is privately owned there is presently no 
public access.  

Cultural 
Associations Twentieth century farming 
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EFFECTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HERITAGE VALUES 

Earthworks for the proposed development are largely limited to building platforms, vehicle ROW 
access and services, and boundary fences. While it is not possible to completely avoid all areas where 
archaeological remains maybe present the proposal does avoid impact on the most significant heritage 
features and archaeological deposits, associated with Nott House and Dr Curls house. 
 
The effects on heritage features and archaeological deposits is outlined below:  

STAGE 1: 

This stage involves the subdivision of the property into four lots, along with the creation of three 
additional building platforms, a ROW (A) through proposed Lots 1 and 2 to proposed Lot 3 and 
formed vehicle access along ROW B to a new building platform on Lot 4. 

The effects of stage one of the proposed subdivision on heritage features are limited to those associated 
with the hay paddock, and the track leading from there to the hay shed (R27/638).  

The proposed building platform on Lot 3 is located towards the northern end of the hay paddock, and 
the proposed house site on Lot 2 is located near one of the fence lines. ROW A extends across the 
southern end of the hay paddock. The proposed boundary between Lots 2 and 3 further divides what 
remains of the hay paddock in two and crosses a farm track and former hay paddock fence line (Figures 
38 and 39). The new boundary between proposed Lots 3 and 4 cuts across the same track lower down.    

Overall the potential for uncovering pre-1900 archaeological evidence during the earthworks for the 
construction of the house platforms and ROW is minimal. Provided boundary fence lines are not 
bulldozed across existing track cuttings prior to ramming posts, the impact of these will also be minor.  

Stage Site Effect 

Stage One  R27/491 No effects. Nott house and associated features are outside of 
the area impacted by stage 1 of the subdivision 

R27/636 No effects. The gates erected by the Rowells in the vicinity of 
the farm buildings relate to the changes in access brought 
about by the Tawa flat railway deviation (post-1900). 
Regardless of this they are close to, but not affected by the 
stage 1 subdivision boundaries  

R27/637 No effects. Remains of the well and concrete tanks are 
outside of the area affected by the stage 1 subdivision 
boundaries  

R27/638 The boundaries, house platforms, and ROW A impact on the 
hay paddock and tracks which linked them to the farm 
buildings below. Proposed ROW B narrowly avoids the 
former hay shed site, but does impact on the former locations 
of the stockyards and other twentieth century farm buildings 
(now removed)  
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Figure 72: Stage 1 boundaries, ROW and house sites overlaid onto 1961 aerial SN1388 K 17 

 

Figure 73: Stage 1 boundaries, ROW and house sites overlaid onto 1944 aerial SN298 B 23 
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Figure 74: Proposed house site on Lot 2 involves the reduction of the low mound behind the wood pile. Note the location 
of the proposed ROW A is already substantially modified.   

 

Figure 75: Proposed location of house site on Lot 3 
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STAGE 2: 

This stage involves the subdivision of two further lots with building platforms, and the extension of 
ROW (B) through Lots 4 and 5 to Lot 6. 

The proposed building platforms do not affect any known archaeological features. The proposed 
alignment of the boundary between Lots 5 and 6 crosses the hut site (R27/635), and the formed vehicle 
access to the Lot 6 boundary intersects with the WWII era track (R27/633).   

Adjustment of the boundary between Lots 5 and 6 could avoid the hut site but it will not be possible 
to provide vehicle access to Lot 6 without crossing the WWII era track.   

Overall, if the hut site can be avoided the effects on archaeological values are likely to be minor.  

Stage Site Effect 

Stage Two  

R27/491 

Largely avoided, the proposed realignment of boundaries will 
have less than minor effect on Nott house and the buildings 
north of the former woolshed. The formation of ROW B may 
impact on archaeological remains of the stockyards, and the 
water course that runs under the driveway at this location  

R27/633 

The road and rail blocks were located outside of the subject 
property, and concrete blocks are now evident on the sides of 
Porirua stream. These are not affected. ROW B terminates at 
the point of the 1942 vehicle track across the property, so 
access beyond to Lot 6 this will necessarily cross this feature.    

R27/634 

Proposed realignment of boundaries will have less than minor 
effect on this site. It is not affected by proposed fence lines or 
ROW 

R27/635 

The alignment of the boundary between proposed Lots 5 and 
6 crosses this site, so it could be impacted by fencing activities, 
particularly if it is intended to bulldoze along this alignment 
prior to ramming posts. 

R27/637 
Proposed realignment of boundaries will have less than minor 
effect on this site.  

R27/638 
Proposed realignment of boundaries will have less than minor 
effect on this site. 

 



 

 67 

 

Figure 76: Stage 2 boundaries, ROW and house sites overlaid onto 1944 aerial SN298 B 23 

 

Figure 77: Stage 2 boundaries, ROW and house sites overlaid onto 1944 aerial SN298 B 23. Note position of ROWB 
in relation to WWII era track 
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Figure 78: Stage 2 boundaries, ROW and house sites overlaid onto 1961 aerial SN1388 K 17. ROWB largely avoids 
the woolshed foundations and building sites to the north, but passes through the old stockyard area 

 

Figure 79: Proposed house site on Lot 4 is beneath the Macrocarpa left of frame  
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Figure 80: Proposed house site on Lot 5. There is a hawthorn tree at this location 

 

Figure 81: Overlooking proposed house site on Lot 6 
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CONCLUSION  

The project area part of rural 100-acre sections 29 and 30 which have farmed since the 1860s. It 
includes Nott House (R27/491) which is one of the oldest surviving houses in the Wellington area.  
Despite incursions from two railway alignments, the motorway and transmission lines across the 
property it has retained its rural character, and farming here continued throughout the twentieth 
century. 
 
While it is not possible to avoid all impacts on heritage features and archaeological deposits, the 
proposal does allow for Nott House and the Rowell/Dorset farm buildings to be retained on a single 
Lot, and the proposed works do largely avoid these. Exceptions are the location of the former 
stockyards and the hay paddock which are already modified for vehicle access. One of the proposed 
boundary lines crosses the reported location of a nineteenth century hut (R27/635) and the right of 
way to Lot 6 terminates where it meets a WWII era vehicle track (R27/633). Measures to minimize 
impacts on these features will be addressed in a heritage management plan. 
 
Because it is not possible to predict with certainty the locations of all archaeological features, it is 
recommended that the owner applies to Heritage New Zealand for an archaeological authority under 
the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014.   
 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS  

• That Donna Sherlock and Tim Growcott submit this archaeological assessment to 
Wellington City Council in partial fulfilment of resource consent condition 29 
 

• That an application is made to Heritage New Zealand for an authority to modify 
archaeological deposits associated with Nott House/Ivy Bank farm (R27/491) and the hut 
site (R27/635). 

 

• That recorded archaeological sites associated with Dr Curls house site (R27/634) and the 
gate to the footbridge and milk stand (R27/636), well/spring (R27/637), and the former hay 
shed site (R27/638) are avoided during the course of any earthworks 
 

• That in accordance with clause 32 of the resource consent a heritage management plan is 
prepared and implemented that outlines methods for avoiding or reducing impact on 
recorded sites R27/491, R27/633 and R27/635 

 

• It is recommended that Heritage New Zealand grant that authority with standard 
archaeological monitoring conditions. 
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